This exam covers Chapter 2, 3, and 9.
Each of the 4 questions in this exam requires a formal essay, 350 words each.
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1. What does Madison mean by the term "tyranny of the majority"? Why does Madison believe that "tyranny of the majority" is the biggest threat to liberty in America? How does our constitutional system seek to curb tyranny of the majority?
Response length requirement: 350 words or more

2. The separation of powers and federalism are two key features of the Constitution. Discuss why the Founders chose to include these institutional arrangements in the Constitution and how they function. In your answer, be sure to define what is meant by the separation of powers and federalism and to describe how each functions in the American political system.
Response length requirement: 350 words or more

3. Write an essay that explores the development of American federalism since the Founding. In your essay, be sure to address the ways in which a federal system differs from a unitary system of government.
Your response should include discussion of the specific eras when the national government has been more powerful and when it has been less powerful.
Your response should also explain why during certain eras the national government has been stronger or weaker.
Part of this explanation must focus on the role Supreme Court decisions have played.
Response length requirement: 350 words or more
4. Many political observers have identified a strong “incumbency advantage” in congressional elections. Describe what this term means and explain the reasons behind it. In particular, discuss some of the ways members of Congress can deliver resources that please their constituents.
Response length requirement: 350 words or more
